
Below is a list of educational effects that are stated for students graduating with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Psychology at SWPS University. The test questions for 

candidates applying to a Master degree in Psychology will be based on those 
educational effects. 

 

The student graduating from a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology: 

• to an advanced degree, knows the subject and scope of research of psychology 
and its selected sub-disciplines; 

• to an advanced degree, understands the specifics of psychology as a science; 
• to an advanced degree, understands the historical and cultural conditions of the 

development of the main psychological currents; 
• to an advanced degree, knows the applicability of psychology and understands 

the specifics of the psychologist's work in various areas; 
• knows and understands the biological basis of human behavior; 
• to an advanced degree , knows and understands the problems of human 

functioning in the social environment, explanatory theories and ways of research 
in social psychology; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the concept of emotions and 
motivation, as well as explanatory theories in this area and ways of researching 
these phenomena; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the concept of cognitive 
processes and the explanatory theories in this regard and ways to study these 
phenomena; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the concept of personality and 
its role in explaining human behavior and ways to study it; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the concept of individual 
differences and their role in explaining human behavior and ways to study them;  

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the psychological perspective of 
capturing human development in the life cycle and the explanatory theories in 
this regard and the specifics of research; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the complexity of the concept of 
norm and pathology in psychology; 

• to an advanced degree, knows the most important systems of classification of 
disorders, understands their historical and cultural context, and knows the 
explanatory theories in the field of psychopathology; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the basics of psychological 
research methodology; 

• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the basics of the application of 
statistics in psychology; 



• to an advanced degree, knows and understands the theories and principles 
concerning the measurement of psychological constructs, including in particular 
the determinants of reliability and accuracy of measurement; 

• knows and understands the ethical aspects and selected legal aspects of the 
professional activity of a psychologist; 

• understands the role of cultural context in all aspects of the professional activity 
of a psychologist; 

• distinguishes psychological knowledge based on empirical evidence from 
common knowledge. 

 

Recommended literature:  

Banyard, P., & Flanagan, C. (2006). Ethical Issues and Guidelines in Psychology. 
Routledge.- Chapters 1, 2, and 3 

Cacioppo, J.T.,  Freberg, L. A., & Cacioppo, S. (2022). Discovering Psychology: The 
Science of Mind, 4th Edition. Cengage Learning. – the whole textbook 

Coolican, H. (2024). Research methods and statistics in psychology (8th ed.). Taylor & 
Francis. – the whole textbook 

Urbina, S. (2014). Essentials of psychological testing. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley & Sons. – the 
whole text book 

 

 

 


